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Homework 6: Pragmatics

I. [16 points] For each sentence below, construct two different contexts, such that the sentence implicates something different depending on which of the two contexts it is uttered in. Then paraphrase what the implicature would be in each context that you write:
Example: (i) I seem to have lost my pencil.
Context 1: You show up for a test without a pen/pencil, but you know your classmate always 
carries extra pencils and might lend you one.
	Paraphrase of (i) in Context 1: Please lend me a pencil.
	Context 2: Your mom is on the phone with the doctor and she asks you to take down a phone 
number for her. 
	Paraphrase of (i) in Context 2: I can’t write down that number right now.

a. I’m supposed to write a five-page paper for my history class.
Context 1: ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Paraphrase of sentence (a) in Context 1: ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Context 2: ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Paraphrase of sentence (a) in Context 2: ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
b. There’s always a police officer on duty.
Context 1: ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Paraphrase of sentence (b) in Context 1: ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Context 2: ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Paraphrase of sentence (b) in Context 2: ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
II. [16 points] List all of the deictic words or expressions in the following sentences:
a. They want to go to the USC opera performance this weekend.
_____________________________________________________________________________
b. I went to Omaha to see the Gamecocks win the College World Series in 2010. 
______________________________________________________________________________
c. I’ll be there at noon.
______________________________________________________________________________
d. That is so cool; let me see it!
______________________________________________________________________________

III. [12 points] State the category to which each of the following Gricean maxims belongs: 
a. give as much information as needed: 		_______________________
b. do not lie: 					_______________________
c. be brief: 					_______________________
d. stay on topic: 					_______________________
e. do not give too much information: 		_______________________
f. do not be ambiguous: 				_______________________
IV. [16 points] For each conversation, identify which maxim is being violated and what meaning (implicature) speaker B is trying to convey by violating that maxim.

a. A: I only just realized that the gravity is what keeps us on the Earth.
B: You’re lucky you’re pretty.
Maxim violated: ____________________________________________________________
Implicature:  _______________________________________________________________
b. A: When are you coming home?
B: I will codify that question to my superiors and respond at such a time as an adequate answer is preparable.

Maxim violated: ____________________________________________________________
Implicature:  _______________________________________________________________


c. This conversation takes place right after B accepts A’s marriage proposal: 
A: You really love me?
B: No, I absolutely despise you. 
Maxim violated: ____________________________________________________________
Implicature:  _______________________________________________________________
d. A: What are you doing this weekend?
B: I’m going to be doing things.
Maxim violated: ____________________________________________________________
Implicature:  _______________________________________________________________
V. [32 points] Assume that a speaker wants another person to open a window. The speaker could utter any of sentences (1)–(7) below. Answer the following:

a. What type of speech act corresponds to the speaker’s goal? ___________________________

b. For each sentence say whether its utterance would be a direct or indirect speech act; and then identify the form of the sentence (eg, declarative, interrogative, etc.):

1. I see the window isn’t open yet. 			Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
2. Can you open the window?			Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
3. I order you to open the window.			Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
4. I would appreciate it if you opened the window.	Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
5. I sure would love to have some fresh air in here.	Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
6. Please open the window.				Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
7. Would you mind opening the window?		Direct ___ Indirect ___ Form _________________
